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The Six Seasons and The Harvest Calendar

The Wadandi seasonal calendar includes six different seasons in a yearly cycle. Each represents the seasonal changes of
prevailing weather and with associated growth and activities of flora and fauna. The six seasons are Birak, Bunuru, Djeran,
Makuru, Djilba and Kambarang.

Birak
Season of the Young

As the rains begin to ease, the warm weather of Birak starts to take hold, with the afternoon

sea breeze cooling from the south-west. Consistent easterly winds in the morning, Bunuru
followed by the afternoon sea breeze meant that traditionally this was the time of y ! .
: . , Season of
year Wadandi people burnt country. They would burn the country in mosaic
Adolescence

patterns to increase grazing pastures for some animals, to aid in seed
germination, ease mobility across the country and for fuel reduction.

The wildflower season with
many yellow flowers, orchids, kan-
garoo paws and banksias in bloom.

The hottest time of the year,
Bunuru is a season of little to no rain
and hot easterly winds with a cooling
sea breeze in the afternoon if you are
along the coast. Bunuru is also a time of
the white flowers with lots of white flowering
gums in full bloom, including Jarrah and Marri.

Vineyard Calendar: Flowering finishes for the late varieties
(Cabernet Sauvignon) and berries expand in size. Veraison
and early ripening of white varieties, canopy management

to ensure optimum sun exposure for grapes.

One of the most striking displays of
flowers at this time of year is the Mooja

or Australian Christmas Tree, whose bright
orange/yellow flowers signal that heat is on
its way.

Vineyard Calendar: Vine canopies begin to grow
and signs of flowering and early fruitset begin

to appear on the earliest ripening grape
varieties. Composting vines for summer
and cutting cover crops to provide a
protective mulch for the soil.

Vineyard Calendar: Vines are netted as required to
protect the ripening grapes from birds. Vintage
begins with the harvest of the earliest white
grapes, often Chardonnay. Veraison and
ripening for red grape varieties begins,
and the first of these may be harvest-
ed towards the end of this period.

Atransitional time of the year,
Djilba has days that are very cold,
some that are rainy and windy and

Djeran season sees a break in the
hot weather, and the change in the
season is evident in the wind with
seeds, dust and leaves blown across
the landscape in the light southerly winds.
This season brings cooler nights with a dewy
presence in the early mornings.

others where the sun comes through.
This is the start of the massive flowering
explosion. It begins with yellow flowering
plants such as the Acacias.

Vineyard Calendar: Pruning of vines is
completed, as are any new planting or grafting
requirements. The first signs of budburst

may start to be seen in September.

Vineyard Calendar: Harvest continues of latest
ripening red varieties (Cabernet Sauvignon).

The winemakers remain busy fermenting
and maturing their wines.

The coldest and wettest time of the year, Makuru was traditionally the
time people moved inland and away from the coast. Winds turn to the west
and south bringing rain and occasional snow on the peaks of the Stirling and
Porongurup Ranges. During this season, waterways and catchments begin to fill.

Vineyard Calendar: Soil rejuvenation period where cover crops are
planted between vine rows and the vines move into dormancy.
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